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Plist

¨  What does it do? 
¨  Where do we find it? 
¨  What’s in it? 
¨  How do we manage it? 
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View 

plutil -convert xml1 \!
/path/to/com.domain.file.plist!
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View 

It (still) doesn't suck. Free! 

http://www.barebones.com 
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com.apple.iTunes 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>!
<!DOCTYPE plist PUBLIC "-//Apple//DTD PLIST 1.0//EN" "http://
www.apple.com/DTDs/PropertyList-1.0.dtd">!
<plist version="1.0">!
<dict>!

!<key>ratingSystemID</key>!
!<integer>1</integer>!
!<key>restrictExplicit</key>!
!<false/>!
!<key>restrictExplicitBooks</key>!
!<false/>!
!<key>restrictGames</key>!
!<false/>!
!<key>restrictMovies</key>!
!<false/>!
!<key>restrictTVShows</key>!
!<false/>!

</dict>!
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com.apple.iTunes 

<key>restrictMovies</key>!
<false/>!
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com.apple.iTunes 

<key>lastSyncDate</key>!
<date>2012-09-15T14:58:09Z</
date>!
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com.apple.iTunes 

<key>gamesLimit</key>!
<integer>300</integer>!
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com.apple.iTunes 

<key>NSNavSidebarWidth</key>!
<real>117</real>!
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com.apple.iTunes 

<key>Store Apple ID</key>!
<string>joe@mac.com</string>!
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com.apple.iTunes 

<key>PPr2:1:Music Store</key>!
<data>AJAAVwLsBIABxgAAAAAAAAGQA
QAABgAAAAAAAQAAAQAALwAAAAAAAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIBAAEAAasAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANAQEBAA
A7AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA</data>!



Plist: What’s in it? 

com.apple.iTunes 

<key>Stations</key>!
<array>!
!<string>WKRP</string>!
!<string>KNOW</string>!
!<string>KATT</string>!
</array>!



Plist: What’s in it? 

Always two 
there are: 
A key and 
a value. 
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Applications must use plists  
/Library/Preferences 
~/Library/Preferences 
~/Library/Containers 
Key / Value pair 
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Microsoft Office 2011 

Demo 
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Q&A 



William Smith

318, Inc., Santa Monica, CA 

Email: bill@talkingmoose.net 
Twitter: @meck 
LinkedIn: talkingmoose 
Blog:  http://talkingmoose.net 
Web: http://techjournal.318.com 
Web: http://www.OfficeforMacHelp.com 
 
Feedback: http://j.mp/psumac57 


